
Hollow

Picking up theHollow Issue means that you’re acting like your life has
meaning when, for you at least, it doesn’t.

You’ve lost some of the sense of wonder; some of your empathy; some
of your terror.

You don’t have it in you to really explore.
This ends when the world, abhorring a vacuum, sends something at you

from an unexpected direction and you get hurt, transformed, or otherwise
forced to care.

○ 1: WHo are you, really? (+1 MP)
Things don’t matter as much to you any more…

○ 2: Would anyone even notice if you were gone?

○ 3: It’s OK if all there are is shadows. You can decide to care
about shadows. It’s OK if you’re not real, if this isn’t real, if this
is all you get. If, I mean, if� I mean, that’s allowed to be OK.
(+1 MP)

○ 4: Nothing in this meaningless world can really hurt you,
anyway.

Just hit level 4? OK. Nothing bad can possibly happen any more.
Tell the HG that.
Like, “No, seriously, the card says that I no longer have to worry about the mi-

nor threats in this setting, or, like, seatbelts or responsible drinking or who I hang
out with and stuff. Because you? You are not my Mom.”

Or… well, something to that effect.
You’re safe now! All those little things, whatever. Worrying about that stuff is

just the kind of precaution taken by wimpy players who don’t have the courage of
their convictions. It’s just an imaginary world anyway. They’re not your Mom!

…unless they are, in which case you should probably clarify that they’re just
not your game Mom. Otherwise they might become upset.

When you get an unexpected and unpleasant shock, and the consequences of
reckless or egotistic actions catch up to you? The HG can close out the Issue

& you earn 4 bonus XP + 1 MP.

○ 5: It doesn’t even matter anyway. (+1 MP)
Just hit level 5? You can take that as proof that Hollow 4 was right.
You’re still here, aren’t you? Nothing bad happened, did it?
I don’t know if it’s because you’re secretly God Almighty incarnate in the form

of whatever, or if you’re a robot with no real emotions that nobody can therefore
really hurt, or if it’s that all the magic and wonder in the game is just paper tigers
and illusions.

I don’t know, in short, if it’s because you don’t care, or because you shouldn’t
care, or because you just don’t have to.

But frankly, at this point, you’d kind of like something to hurt you. You kind
of want that. It would… I mean, it would mean something.

You know?
Maybe it would let you feel.
Haha. Licks lips, nervously. Haha. Yeah.

When something terrible snaps you out of it, the HG closes out the Issue &
you earn 4 bons XP + 1 MP.


